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Best Hospital Bed Sleep Surface Options 

Hospital support surfaces differ from standard mattresses in several ways. First, a hospital bed mattress 

must adapt to a raised head and raised leg position. Hospital beds are adjustable at the head and foot 

area, offering raised postures depending upon the needs of the user. Many hospital beds also raise and 

lower the bed platform height to reduce the risk of falls to the patient and provide easier access by 
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caregivers. The adjustability of these beds makes additional demands upon mattresses for flexibility and 

firmness to meet patient requirements. Another consideration, particularly for long-term care patients, 

is pressure redistribution of the mattress to prevent pressure ulcers. Patients who spend considerable 

time in their bed tend to develop pressure sores upon their bodies at points where load-bearing is the 

greatest. These high-pressure points include the heel, hip, shoulders, and head. Mattress construction 

can compensate for pressure points by redistributing weight over a more significant surface area. 

Spreading the weight burden over a larger surface area reduces the risk of developing pressure ulcers. 

There are a lot of choices for hospital bed mattresses or sleep surfaces. They differ significantly in design 

and purpose. This article examines the top ten mattresses on the market to help you select the best 

hospital mattress for sale that meets your specific needs. 

 

 

Top Ten Hospital Bed Mattresses List 

1. Drive Low Air Loss Mattress 14027 

2. Invacare Solace Prevention Foam Mattress SPS1080 

3. Drive Medical Quick n Easy Comfort Mattress 15076 

4. Drive Therapeutic 5 Zone Support Mattress 15019 

5. Drive Medical Gravity 7 Mattress 15770 

6. Invacare Innerspring Mattress 5185 

7. Drive Medical Innerspring Mattress 15006 

8. Drive Gel Overlay Mattress 14893 

9. Proactive 80010 Protekt Aire 1500 

10. Invacare Bariatric Mattress Barmatt39 
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Best Innerspring Mattress for Hospital Beds – Breakouts 

 

#6  Invacare Deluxe Innerspring Support Surface 5185 

  

The Invacare Deluxe is a high-quality, durable innerspring mattress. This innerspring mattress offers 312 

coils to provide deluxe support to the user. The mattress sports high-density poly fiber padding for 

soothing relaxation and comfort. A waterproof vinyl cover is anti-bacterial and anti-static. Two vents on 

the side allow the mattress to circulate air. 

  

Top Features 

1. 312 Coils for Firm Support 

2. Anti-Static 

3. Waterproof Mattress 

4. Anti-Bacterial Cover 

5. Easy Maintenance Cover 

6. Durable 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 36 x 80 x 6.5 Inch 

• Weight: 33 lbs. 

• Weight Capacity: 250 lbs. 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/invacare-deluxe-innerspring-hospital-bed-mattress-5185-250lb-capacity.html


• HCPCS Code: E0271 

• Manufacturer: Invacare 

• Warranty: Limited 1-Year 

Manuals and Documents 

    Invacare Innerspring Sleep Surface Catalog Page 

 

 

 

#7   Drive Medical Innerspring 15006 

 

  

This Drive Medical Innerspring Mattress offers one inch of high density, firm fiber on both sides of the 

mattress. Coil support throughout the mattress provides firm support. The vinyl cover is waterproof and 

offers easy care and maintenance. The cover also provides anti-bacterial and anti-static protection to 

the user. 

  

Top Features 

• Screened Side Vents 

• High-Density Urethane Foam 

• Anti-Bacterial Cover 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/pub/pdf/catalog-invacare-5185-mattress.pdf
https://www.vitalitymedical.com/extra-firm-inner-spring-mattress.html


• Anti-Static Cover 

• Waterproof Cover 

• Premium-Grade Cotton Padding 

• 1-Inch Firm, High-Density Fiber Topper on Top and Bottom 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 36 x 80 x 6 Inch 

• Weight: 30 lbs. 

• Weight Capacity: 250 lbs. 

• HCPCS Code: E0271 

• Manufacturer: Drive Medical 

• Warranty: 1-Year 

Manuals and Documents 

    Drive Medical 15006 Catalog Page 

  

  

 

 

 

Best Foam Mattress for Hospital Beds – Breakouts 

#2  Invacare Solace Prevention Foam Support Surface SPS1080 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/pub/pdf/innerspring-mattress.pdf


 

The Solace Prevention mattress employs high-density foam to reduce skin and tissue stress for people at 

risk of pressure ulcers. The design of the mattress uses zoned layers of foam with softer head and foot 

sections. Users find the mattress very comfortable with its uniform weight distribution. 

  

Top Features 

• High-Quality Foam Construction 

• Zoned Layers of High-Density Foam 

• Provides Uniform Weight Distribution 

• Convoluted Cut Design Provides Air Circulation 

• Fluid Resistant 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 36 x 80 x 6 Inch 

• Weight Capacity: 350 lbs. 

• HCPCS Code: E0184 

• Manufacturer: Invacare 

• Warranty: 5-Year Mattress, 1-Year Cover 

Manuals and Documents 

    Invacare Solace Flyer 

    Invacare Solace User Manual 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/pub/pdf/invacare-solace-prevention-foam-mattress-flyer.pdf
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Invacare Therapeutic Support Surfaces Review Video (20:44 minutes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#3   Drive Medical Quick N Easy 15076 

 

The Quick N Easy Mattress comes with a non-slip bottom that helps keep the mattress centered on the 

hospital bed. Four corner straps also keep the mattress from moving around on the bed. Two side carry 

handles add convenience to lift and place the mattress. Its construction with polyurethane foam offers 

durability, support, and comfort. A protective nylon cover is removable for cleaning. This cover provides 

vapor permeability, low shear, and fluid resistance. 

Top Features 

• Fluid Resistant 

• 4-Corner Straps 

• High-Quality Polyurethane Foam 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/quick-n-easy-comfort-mattress.html


• Non-Slip Bottom 

• Removable Nylon Cover 

• Low Shear 

• Vapor Permeable 

• Fluid Resistant 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 36 x 80 x 6 Inch 

• Weight Capacity: 275 lbs. 

• HCPCS Code: E0272 

• Manufacturer: Drive Medical 

• Warranty: 1-Year 

Manuals and Documents 

    Quick N Easy Catalog Page 

   

Quick N Easy Foam Mattress Compressed Delivery Video (1:16 minutes) 

 

 

#4  Therapeutic 5 Zone Support Mattress 15019 
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This multi-zoned mattress design redistributes the user's weight for people at risk of pressure ulcers. A 

deluxe cross-cut corrugated top layer of foam helps with air circulation to keep the user dry and cool. It 

comes with a removable and washable nylon cover that offers low friction and low shear. It is vapor 

permeable to keep moisture away from the skin. The cover also is fluid-resistant to protect the mattress. 

  

Top Features 

• Soft Comfortable Foam 

• Offers Pressure Redistribution 

• 5 Therapeutic Comfort Zones 

• Durable 

• Removable Nylon Cover that is Fluid Resistant and Low Shear 

• Vapor Permeable 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 36 x 80 x 5.5 Inch 

• Weight: 15.2 lbs. 

• Weight Capacity: 350 lbs. 

• HCPCS Code: E0184 

• Manufacturer: Drive Medical 

• Warranty: 3-Year Mattress, 1-Year Cover 

Manuals and Documents 

    Product Catalog Page 

    Drive 15019 User Manual 
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#5  Drive Medical Gravity 7 Long Term Care 15770 

 

  

This multi-layer foam mattress offers side support as well as zoned support for pressure redistribution. 

Designed for long-term care, the mattress is available in a raised side rail version to reduce the risk of 

falls. The therapeutic foam is of high-quality materials that redistribute pressure with three layers of 

foam. Horizontally scored articulation cuts provide durability to the bottom layer. The heel section uses 

Visco foam to protect the user's heels from pressure. The manufacturer offers a stunning 7-year 

warranty for this product. 

  

Top Features 

• Long Term Care Foam Mattress 

• Pressure Redistribution 

• Multi-Layer Mattress 

• High-Density, High-Resilient Foam 

• Water-Resistant 

• Vapor Permeable 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 36 x 80 x 6 Inch 

• Weight: 30 lbs. 

• Weight Capacity: 300 bs. 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/gravity-7-long-term-care-pressure-redistribution-mattress.html


• HCPCS Code: E1084 

• Manufacturer: Drive Medical 

• Warranty: 7-Years 

Manuals and Documents 

    Gravity Catalog Page 

    Gravity User Manual 

  

  

Drive Gravity Series Mattress Review Video (1:53 minutes) 

 

 

 

Best Hospital Bed Mattress Topper - Breakouts 

#8  Drive Gel Overlay Topper 14893 

 

  

This overlay mattress is the only one in the top ten that employs gel for support and comfort. The Drive 

Gel Overlay offers 15 gel bladders positioned to cover the entire user contact area. This support 

minimizes bottoming-out and provides user support and comfort. The gel is a non-toxic aqueous 

substance made with polystyrene beads. Straps on each corner secure the overlay to the bed mattress. 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/pub/pdf/product-catalog-redistribution-mattress.pdf
https://www.vitalitymedical.com/pub/pdf/user-manual-redistribution-mattress.pdf
https://www.vitalitymedical.com/gravity-7-long-term-care-pressure-redistribution-mattress.html


  

Top Features 

• Pressure Redistribution Mattress 

• Polystyrene Beads 

• Foam Topper 

• Vapor-Permeable Cover 

• Waterproof and Stain-Resistant Cover 

• Convoluted Foam Topper 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 34 x 76 x 3.5 Inch 

• Weight: 47.8 lbs. 

• Weight Capacity: 300 lbs. 

• HCPCS Code: E0185 

• Manufacturer: MEDI Medical 

• Distributor: Drive Medical 

• Warranty: 18-Months 

Manuals and Documents 

•     Gel Foam Mattress Catalog Page 

•     Gel Overlay User Manual 

  

  

Drive Gel Overlay Mattress Review Video (1:20 minutes) 
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Best Air Mattress for Hospital Bed – Breakouts 

 

#9  Protekt 80010 Aire 1500 #80010 

 

  

This overlay mattress is the only one in the top ten that employs gel for support and comfort. The Drive 

Gel Overlay offers 15 gel bladders positioned to cover the entire user contact area. This support 

minimizes bottoming-out and provides user support and comfort. The gel is a non-toxic aqueous 

substance made with polystyrene beads. Straps on each corner secure the overlay to the bed mattress. 

  

Top Features 

• Pressure Redistribution Mattress 

• Polystyrene Beads 

• Foam Topper 

• Vapor-Permeable Cover 

• Waterproof and Stain-Resistant Cover 

• Convoluted Foam Topper 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 34 x 76 x 3.5 Inch 

• Weight: 47.8 lbs. 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/protekt-aire-1500-alternating-pressure-pump-and-pad-with-flaps-adjustable.html


• Weight Capacity: 300 lbs. 

• HCPCS Code: E0185 

• Manufacturer: MEDI Medical 

• Distributor: Drive Medical 

• Warranty: 18-Months 

Manuals and Documents 

    Gel Foam Mattress Catalog Page 

    Gel Overlay User Manual 

  

  

Drive Gel Overlay Mattress Review Video (1:20 minutes) 

 

 

 

 

Best Air Mattress for Hospital Beds – Breakout 

 

#1  Drive Low Air Loss Sleep Surface 14027 

1.  

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/pub/pdf/product-catalog-gel-overlay.pdf
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The Drive Medical Med-Aire 14027 air mattress offers alternating pressure and low air loss to prevent 

and treat pressure ulcers. The pressure system consists of a compression pump, ait mattress, and cover 

that offers selectable alternating pressure (AP) or static pressure (SP). The mattress construction 

includes durable nylon and PVC for increased durability. Small laser cut holes offer low air loss function 

to provide patient comfort. The compressor has 8 liters per minute of airflow with a pressure range of 

30 to 80 mmHg.The cover construction includes urethane-coated nylon fabric that is water-resistant, 

vapor-permeable, and low shear for skin-friendly use. Air mattresses are one of the most comfortable 

hospital bed mattresses. 

  

Top Features 

• Easy Connect and Quick Disconnect Hoses 

• 20 Air Bladders, 9 Bladders Have Laser Holes for Low Air Loss Cooling Function 

• Whisper Quiet Air Flow 

• Eight Inch High Air Cells 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 36 x 80 x 8 Inch 

• Weight: 5.7 lbs. 

• Weight Capacity: 350 lbs. 

• Manufacturer: Drive Medical 

• Warranty: 12-Month Limited 

Manuals and Documents 

    Drive Medical Product Catalog Page 

    Med-Aire 14027 Owner's Manual 

  

  

Drive Medical Company Video (4:52 minutes) 
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Best Bariatric Mattress for Hospital Beds – Breakouts 

 

 

#10  Invacare Bariatric Mattresses - 39, 42 and 48 Inch Width 

 

 

This bariatric mattress supports up to 700 pounds. As a heavy-duty mattress, it is latex-free and comes 

with an anti-bacterial cover. The cover is waterproof, protecting the mattress from spills and accidents. 

Its solid inner core offers unparalleled support for bariatric users. This durable mattress is reversible and 

flippable. Options for this product include 42-inch wide and 48-wide versions. 

  

Top Features 

• Reversible and Flippable 

• Highly Resilient Foam 

• Durable 11-Ounce Vinyl Cover 

• Easy-to-Clean 

• Extended Life 

Specifications 

• Mattress Size: 39 x 80 x 6.5 Inch 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/invacare-bariatric-mattress.html


• Weight Capacity: 700 lbs. 

• Manufacturer: Invacare 

• HCPCS Code: E0272 

• Warranty: 1-Year 

   

Manuals and Documents 

•     Invacare BARMATT39 Sell Sheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Types of Hospital Sleep Surfaces 

 

 

  

  

Hospital bed mattress design and construction focuses on the needs of the patient. There are five 

designs in everyday use. Innerspring and foam mattresses offer budget solutions for short-term, 

recovering patients to keep costs down and still provide the flexibility and support needed for the 

patient. Some upgraded foam mattresses also target long-term care use to prevent pressure sores. 

Overlays offer an inexpensive short-term add-on solution to an existing mattress system to make it more 

https://www.vitalitymedical.com/pub/pdf/sell-sheet-bariatric-mattress.pdf


comfortable and adaptable to patients at risk of developing pressure ulcers. Alternating pressure, low 

air loss mattresses help reduce heat build-up, improve blood flow to the skin, and promote healing and 

treatment while preventing tissue damage. These long-term solutions are available in many different 

options. Bariatric hospital bed mattresses offer heavy-duty support. These types are mostly long-term 

solutions for users that require extra support. Many bariatric mattress support 500 to 750 pounds. 

  

What are the Top Hospital Bed Mattress Brands? 

Drive Medical and Invacare manufacture the best hospital mattress for home use. Both companies offer 

each type of hospital bed mattress, including innerspring, foam, overlays, air, and bariatric. These 

companies enjoy high respect within the industry and have been in business for numerous decades. 

Drive Medical has an A+ rating by the Better Business Bureau (BBB), while Invacare has no listing. 

  

  

 

  

  

  

What Are the Best Hospital Mattresses? 

The list below rank orders the best mattresses designed for use on hospital beds. These mattresses are 

the most sought after on the market by consumers, hospitals, and long-term care facilities. Below this 

list is a short summary of each bed arranged by the type of mattress design—innerspring, foam, overlay, 

air, and bariatric. 

  

Summary 

There are five hospital bed mattress types to select from to meet the everyday needs of recovering or 

long-term care patients. The least expensive options are mattress toppers. These overlays place over an 

existing mattress surface. Innerspring mattresses are also low cost and widely in use. They are a 

standard option among typical home beds and hospital beds. Foam mattress offers high flexibility to 

bend to nearly any shape and are available in many short-term and long-term options. Alternating 

pressure, low air loss mattresses are superior in comfort and offer an excellent long-term solution for 

patients that find themselves confined to a bed for an extensive period. Lastly, bariatric mattresses meet 

the heavy-duty needs of patients that weigh over 300 pounds. Presented above are the best selling 



options in all five categories. Select the one that best meets the needs of the patient. Click the following 

link for more detailed information on How to Choose the Best Hospital Mattress. A wide selection for 

mattresses from many different manufacturers including Graham-Field, Span America, Joerns, Medline, 

Val Med, and more can be viewed at Hospital Bed Mattresses. 
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